PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, Autism Acceptance Day is vecognized nationally during the month of
April to celebrate and promote the acceptance of autism, the condition that occurs in one
of every 54 children in the United States as of 2020; and

WHEREAS, autism is a complex developmental condition that affects an individual’s
ability to interact, communicate, and progress while also being the fastest-growing
developmental disability in the world; and

WHEREAS, in 1972, the Autism Society first held a nationwide awareness campaign
to promote the acceptance of, celebrate the differences of, and encourage the inclusion of
autistic individuals, which eventually became the Autism Acceptance Day recognized

today; and
WHEREAS, the Autism Society today provides tools such as community partnerships,

digital and print resouvces, and other awareness campaigns to spark empathy and

inclusivity for many of the 600,000 people (iving under the “autism onslaught;” and
WHEREAS, each April, we are encouraged to build and foster an inclusive
community wheve autistic individuals arve embraced and supported to achieve the highest
quality of life possible.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Terrebonne Parish Council, on behalf of
the Parish President and the entire Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, that the

day of April 19, 2024 be hereby proclaimed as

AUTISM ACCEPTANCE DAY

and that all vesidents be encouraged to celebrate the differences of, learn move about, and

empower autistic individuals in and through their communities.

Presented this 10" day of April, 2024.
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