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AGENDA
August 7, 2017

5:40 PM

Parish Council Meeting Room

 

 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC: If you wish to address the Council, please complete the "Public Wishing to
Address the Council" form located on either end of the counter and give it to either the Chairman or the Council
Clerk prior to the beginning of the meeting. Individuals addressing the council should be respectful of others in
their choice of words and actions. Thank you.

ALL CELL PHONES, PAGERS AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES USED FOR COMMUNICATION
SHOULD BE SILENCED FOR THE DURATION OF THE MEETING

INVOCATION

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

1. RESOLUTION: Authorizing the execution of Deductive Change Order No. 2 for the Construction Agreement
for Parish Project No. 15-LIBR-03, Gibson Branch Library Project, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana.

2. RESOLUTION: Providing for the acceptance of work performed by Onshore Construction Company, LLC, in
accordance with the Certificate of Substantial Completion for Parish Project 15-LIBR-03, Gibson Branch
Library, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. 

3. RESOLUTION: Authorizing the signing of the  Entity/State agreement with Louisiana



Department of Transportation and Development for the LA 24 Sidewalk Rehab.
4. RESOLUTION: Providing for the acceptance of work performed by Sealevel Construction, Inc., in accordance

with the Certificate of Substantial Completion for Parish Project 15-BRG-29, Kings Bayou Bridge,
Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. 

5. RESOLUTION: Awarding and authorizing the signing of the Construction Contract for Parish Project No. 13-
DRA-22, Upper Little Caillou Drainage Pump Station, Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government,
Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and authorizing the issuance of the Notice to Proceed.

6. RESOLUTION: Providing for the acceptance of work performed by  Associated Diversified Services, Inc.. in
accordance with the Certificate of Substantial Completion for Parish Project No. 15-UTL-20, Power Pole
Relocation, LA Hwy. 57 Widening, Industrial Boulevard to Thompson Road, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana.

7. RESOLUTION: Ratifying the appointment of the engineering firm of Providence Engineering and Design,
LLC to provide engineering services for 115KV Transmission Line Improvements, and also authorizing
execution of the appropriate engineering contract documents for this project.

8. RESOLUTION: Ratifying the Parish President’s appointment of GDS Associates, Inc. to provide consulting
services for an Electric Utility Cost of Service Study. 

9. RESOLUTION: Ratifying the Parish President’s appointment of GDS Associates, Inc. to provide consulting
services for a Gas Utility Cost of Service Study. 

10. Consider the introduction of an ordinance to establish a "No Parking Zone" during school hours around
Mulberry School on Cougar Drive and call a public hearing on said matter on Wednesday, August 23, 2017 at
6:30 p. m.

11. Consider the introduction of an ordinance to establish a 3-Way Stop at the intersection of Eldred Street and
Guidry Street, and call a public hearing on Wednesday, August 23, 2017 at 6:30 p. m.

12. Adjourn



Category Number: 
Item Number:

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
INVOCATION

Item Summary:
INVOCATION



Category Number: 
Item Number:

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Item Summary:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



Category Number: 
Item Number: 1.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
Change Order No. 2 - Gibson Branch Library

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Authorizing the execution of Deductive Change Order No. 2 for the Construction
Agreement for Parish Project No. 15-LIBR-03, Gibson Branch Library Project, Terrebonne Parish,
Louisiana.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Executive Summary 8/2/2017 Executive Summary
Resolution 8/2/2017 Resolution
Backup Material 8/2/2017 Backup Material



 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 (REQUIRED FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS) 

PROJECT TITLE 
15-LIBR-03                                     Gibson Branch Library 

 

PROJECT SUMMARY (200 WORDS OR LESS) 
Construction of the Gibson Branch Library 

 

PROJECT PURPOSE & BENEFITS (150 WORDS OR LESS) 
This Change Order No. 1 has been recommended to adjust the estimated contract item quantities. 
This change order will decrease the overall contract price by $6,035.00 

 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURE 
                                                          Decrease of $6,035.00 

 

AMOUNT SHOWN ABOVE IS:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

ACTUAL ESTIMATED 

IS PROJECTALREADY BUDGETED:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

N/A NO YES 
 IF YES AMOUNT 

BUDGETED: 
N/A 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S) IMPACTED (CIRCLE ONE) 

PARISHWIDE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Jeanne P. Bray       08/02/2017 

_______________________________________  ___________________________ 

                          Signature       Date 



OFFERED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 

A resolution authorizing the execution of Deductive Change Order 
No. 2 for the Construction Agreement for Parish Project No. 15-
LIBR-03, Gibson Branch Library Project, Terrebonne Parish, 
Louisiana. 

 
 WHEREAS, the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government will award the 
construction to  Onshore Construction Company, LLC, for Parish Project No. 15-LIBR-03, 
Gibson Branch Library Project, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this change order has been recommended so as to adjust the estimated 
contract item quantities for the completion of the project described on the attached Change Order 
No. 2 for the above referenced project, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this change order will decrease the overall contract price by Six Thousand 
and Thirty-Five Dollars ($6,035.00), and 
 
 WHEREAS, the contractor is requesting a total of Fifty-Seven (57) calendar days 
because of inclement weather throughout the contract, and 
 
 WHEREAS, Deductive Change Order No. 2 had been recommended by the Architect, 
Cheramie+Bruce Architects, APC, for this project. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Terrebonne Parish Council on 
behalf of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, does hereby approve and authorize 
the execution by Terrebonne Parish President Gordon E. Dove of Deductive Change Order No. 2 
to the construction agreement with Onshore Construction Company, LLC for Parish Project No. 
15-LIBR-03, Gibson Branch Library, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, for an decrease to the 
contract amount in the amount of Six Thousand and Thirty-Five Dollars ($6,035.00), and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of the resolution be forwarded to 
Architect, Cheramie+Bruce Architects, APC. 
 
THERE WAS RECORDED: 
 YEAS: 
 NAYS: 
 ABSENT & NOT VOTING: 
 
And the Chairman declared the resolution adopted on this ___________ day of __________, 
2017. 
 

* * * * * * 
 I, Venita H. Chauvin, Assistant Clerk of the Terrebonne Parish Council, Houma, 
Louisiana, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the RESOLUTION 
adopted by the Terrebonne Parish Council on ____________________________, 2017, at which 
meeting a quorum was present. 
 
 GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS 
__________ DAY OF _______________, 2017.       
                           
         ______________________________ 
                   VENITA H. CHAUVIN, CLERK 
       TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 







Category Number: 
Item Number: 2.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
Substantial Completion - Gibson Branch Library

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Providing for the acceptance of work performed by Onshore Construction Company, LLC,
in accordance with the Certificate of Substantial Completion for Parish Project 15-LIBR-03, Gibson Branch
Library, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Executive Summary 8/2/2017 Executive Summary
Resolution 8/2/2017 Resolution
Backup material 8/2/2017 Backup Material



 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 (REQUIRED FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS) 

PROJECT TITLE 
15-LIBR-03                                     Gibson Branch Library 

 

PROJECT SUMMARY (200 WORDS OR LESS) 
Construction of the Gibson Branch Library 

 

PROJECT PURPOSE & BENEFITS (150 WORDS OR LESS) 
This certificate of Substantial Completion applies to all Work that has been inspected and that 

the work is substantially completed in accordance with the Contract Documents. 

 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURE 
N/A 

 

AMOUNT SHOWN ABOVE IS:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

ACTUAL ESTIMATED 

IS PROJECTALREADY BUDGETED:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

N/A NO YES 
 IF YES AMOUNT 

BUDGETED: 
N/A 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S) IMPACTED (CIRCLE ONE) 

PARISHWIDE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Jeanne P. Bray       08/02/2017 

_______________________________________  ___________________________ 

                          Signature       Date 



OFFERED BY: 

SECONDED BY: 

RESOLUTION                              
 

A resolution providing for the acceptance of work performed by 

Onshore Construction Company, LLC, in accordance with the 

Certificate of Substantial Completion for Parish Project 15-LIBR-

03, Gibson Branch Library, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government entered into a contract 

dated July 25, 2014  with Onshore Construction Company, LLC, for Parish Project 15-LIBR-03, 

Gibson Branch Library, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, as will be seen by reference to said 

contract which is recorded under Entry No. 1514919 of the records of Terrebonne Parish, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the work performed has been inspected by authorized representatives of the 

Owner, Engineer, and Contractor and found to be substantially complete, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Engineer for this project, Cheramie+Bruce Architects, APC, 

recommends the acceptance of the substantial completion, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Terrebonne Parish Council, on 

behalf of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, does hereby accept the work 

performed, effective as of the date of recording of this resolution, and does authorize and direct 

the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Recorder of Mortgages of Terrebonne Parish to note this 

acceptance thereof in the margin of the inscription of said contract under Entry No. 1514919 of 

the Records of Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of the resolution be forwarded to 

the Engineer Cheramie+Bruce Architects, APC, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of the resolution be recorded in the 

office of the Clerk of Court of Terrebonne Parish to commence a 45-day clear lien period, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administration is authorized to make payment 

of retainage upon the presentation of a Clear Lien Certificate. 

 
THERE WAS RECORDED: 

  

 YEAS: 

  

 NAYS: 

  

 NOT VOTING: 

  

 ABSENT: 

 

The chairman declared the resolution adopted on this __________ day of __________________, 2017. 

 

********** 

 

 I, VENITA H. CHAUVIN, Clerk of the Terrebonne Parish Council, Houma, Louisiana, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the RESOLUTION adopted by the Terrebonne Parish Council on 

______________, 2017, at which meeting a quorum was present. 

 

 GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS ____________ DAY 

______________________, 2017. 

 

 

___________________________                

                                                                                               VENITA H. CHAUVIN, CLERK 

                     TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 











Category Number: 
Item Number: 3.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
LA 24 Sidewalk Rehab Entity State Agreement

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Authorizing the signing of the  Entity/State agreement with Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development for the LA 24 Sidewalk Rehab.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Executive Summary 8/1/2017 Executive Summary
Resolution 8/1/2017 Resolution



 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 (REQUIRED FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS) 

PROJECT TITLE 
LA 24 Sidewalk Rehab (Downtown)  

 

PROJECT SUMMARY (200 WORDS OR LESS) 
To authorize execution of a Entity/State agreement with LaDOTD for the design and 

construction.  

 

PROJECT PURPOSE & BENEFITS (150 WORDS OR LESS) 
Rehabilitation of sidewalks along LA 24 (Downtown). 

 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURE 
N/A 

AMOUNT SHOWN ABOVE IS:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

ACTUAL ESTIMATED 

IS PROJECTALREADY BUDGETED:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

N/A NO YES 
 IF YES AMOUNT 

BUDGETED: 
 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S) IMPACTED (CIRCLE ONE) 

PARISHWIDE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Joan E. Schexnayder       7/24/2017 

_______________________________________  ___________________________ 

                          Signature       Date 



 OFFERED BY: 

 SECONDED BY: 

 

 RESOLUTION  NO.   
 

A resolution authorizing the signing of the  Entity/State agreement 

with Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development for 

LA 24 Sidewalk Rehab. 

                                 

  

 WHEREAS, the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government desires to provide 

protection to the people of this Parish, whenever possible, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Parish would like to rehabilitate the sidewalk along LA 24 in downtown 

Houma, and  

 

 WHEREAS, the funds have been appropriated out of the Highway Trust Fund to finance 

improvement projects under the direct administration of DOTD, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Civic Center Sidewalk project will be funded on a cost disbursement 

basis with 80% of project costs provided by the Louisiana Department of Transportation and 

Development and the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government providing 20% of the 

remaining costs, and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the President of Terrebonne 

Parish Consolidated Government, be authorized and empowered to sign subsequent agreements 

and documentation necessary with the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development 

for said project. 

 
 THERE WAS RECORDED: 

 YEAS: 

 NAYS: 

 NOT VOTING: 

 ABSENT: 
 

The Chairman declared the resolution adopted on this                      day of                        , 2017. 

 

 * * * * * * * * * 
 

 I, VENITA CHAUVIN, Clerk of the Terrebonne Parish Council, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing is a true and correct copy of the RESOLUTION adopted by the Terrebonne Parish Council on                                                    

,2017, at which meeting a quorum was present. 

 

 GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS                           

DAY OF                           ,2017. 

 

                                                                    

       VENITA CHAUVIN, COUNCIL CLERK 

       TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 



Category Number: 
Item Number: 4.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
Substantial Completion - Kings Bayou Bridge

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Providing for the acceptance of work performed by Sealevel Construction, Inc., in
accordance with the Certificate of Substantial Completion for Parish Project 15-BRG-29, Kings Bayou
Bridge, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Executive Summary 8/2/2017 Executive Summary
Resolution 8/2/2017 Resolution
Backup Material 8/2/2017 Backup Material



 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 (REQUIRED FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS) 

PROJECT TITLE 
15-BRG-29                                          Kings Bayou Bridge 

 

PROJECT SUMMARY (200 WORDS OR LESS) 
Construction of a bridge  

 

PROJECT PURPOSE & BENEFITS (150 WORDS OR LESS) 
This certificate of Substantial Completion applies to all Work that has been inspected and that 

the work is substantially completed in accordance with the Contract Documents. 

 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURE 
N/A 

AMOUNT SHOWN ABOVE IS:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

ACTUAL ESTIMATED 

IS PROJECTALREADY BUDGETED:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

N/A NO YES 
 IF YES AMOUNT 

BUDGETED: 
N/A 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S) IMPACTED (CIRCLE ONE) 

PARISHWIDE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Jeanne P. Bray       08/02/2017 

_______________________________________  ___________________________ 

                          Signature       Date 



 

OFFERED BY: 

SECONDED BY: 

RESOLUTION                              
 

A resolution providing for the acceptance of work performed by 

Sealevel Construction, Inc., in accordance with the Certificate of 

Substantial Completion for Parish Project 15-BRG-29, Kings 

Bayou Bridge, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government entered into a contract 

dated June 9, 2015 with Sealevel Construction, Inc., for Parish Project 15-BRG-29, Kings Bayou 

Bridge, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, as will be seen by reference to said contract which is 

recorded under Entry No. 1526508 of the records of Terrebonne Parish, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the work performed has been inspected by authorized representatives of the 

Owner, Engineer, and Contractor and found to be substantially complete, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the Engineer for this project, David A. Waitz Engineering and Surveying, 

Inc., recommends the acceptance of the substantial completion, 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Terrebonne Parish Council, on 

behalf of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, does hereby accept the work 

performed, effective as of the date of recording of this resolution, and does authorize and direct 

the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Recorder of Mortgages of Terrebonne Parish to note this 

acceptance thereof in the margin of the inscription of said contract under Entry No. 1526508 of 

the Records of Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of the resolution be forwarded to 

the David A. Waitz Engineering and Surveying, Inc., and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of the resolution be recorded in the 

office of the Clerk of Court of Terrebonne Parish to commence a 45-day clear lien period, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administration is authorized to make payment 

of retainage upon the presentation of a Clear Lien Certificate. 

 
THERE WAS RECORDED: 

  

 YEAS: 

  

 NAYS: 

  

 NOT VOTING: 

  

 ABSENT: 

 

The chairman declared the resolution adopted on this __________ day of __________________, 2017. 

 

********** 

 

 I, VENITA H. CHAUVIN, Clerk of the Terrebonne Parish Council, Houma, Louisiana, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the RESOLUTION adopted by the Terrebonne Parish Council on 

______________, 2017, at which meeting a quorum was present. 

 

 GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS ____________ DAY 

______________________, 2017. 

 

 

___________________________                

                                                                                               VENITA H. CHAUVIN, CLERK 

                     TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 







Category Number: 
Item Number: 5.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
Construction Award - Upper Little Caillou PS (HMGP)

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Awarding and authorizing the signing of the Construction Contract for Parish Project No.
13-DRA-22, Upper Little Caillou Drainage Pump Station, Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government,
Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and authorizing the issuance of the Notice to Proceed.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Executive Summary 8/2/2017 Executive Summary
Upper Little Caillou PS 8/3/2017 Resolution
Backup Material 8/2/2017 Backup Material



 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 (REQUIRED FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS) 

PROJECT TITLE 
13-DRA-22                  Upper Little Caillou Pump Station (Bayou Neuf) 

 

 

PROJECT SUMMARY (200 WORDS OR LESS) 
To construct a new pump station. 

 

PROJECT PURPOSE & BENEFITS (150 WORDS OR LESS) 
This resolution allows for the awarding of the bid to Sealevel Construction. 

 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURE 
Base Bid: $4,624,154.00 

Alternate Bid: $457,000.00 
Total Bid: $5,081,154.00 

AMOUNT SHOWN ABOVE IS:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

ACTUAL ESTIMATED 

IS PROJECTALREADY BUDGETED:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

N/A NO YES 
 IF YES AMOUNT 

BUDGETED: 
N/A 

 

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S) IMPACTED (CIRCLE ONE) 

PARISHWIDE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

Jeanne P. Bray       8/2/2017 

_______________________________________  ___________________________ 

                          Signature       Date 



OFFERED BY: 
SECONDED BY: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 17- 
 
A resolution awarding and authorizing the signing of the construction Contract for Parish Project 
No. 13-DRA-22, Upper Little Caillou Drainage Pump Station, Terrebonne Parish Consolidated 
Government, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and authorizing the issuance of the Notice to 
Proceed. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government did receive construction 
bids on Parish Project No. 13-DRA-22, Upper Little Caillou Drainage Pump Station, Terrebonne 
Parish, Louisiana, and,  
 

WHEREAS, the lowest and best bid was that submitted by Sealevel Construction , Inc., 
in the bid amount of $4,624,154.00 for the Base Bid and $457,000.00 for Alternate No. 1 for a 
total of $5,081,154.00, and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated 
Government award the construction contract to Sealevel Construction, Inc. of Thibodaux, 
Louisiana, in the overall amount of $5,081,154.00 contingent upon a budget amendment, and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the President of Terrebonne Parish Consolidated 
Government, be and he is hereby authorized and empowered to sign a construction contract for 
and on behalf of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government with Sealevel Construction, 
Inc., upon receipt of the performance bond in the amount of the contract price, and            
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon receipt of necessary servitudes and required 
certificates of insurance evidencing coverage as provided in the project specifications and upon 
execution and recordation of all contract documents, that the Engineer is hereby authorized to 
issue the Notice to Proceed to the Contractor to commence construction of the project, and  
 
 WHEREUPON the motion was put to a vote and the vote thereon was as follows: 
 
 YEAS:   
 NAYS: 
 NOT VOTING:  
 ABSENT  
            
And the Chairman declared the resolution adopted on this ___________ day of __________, 
2017. 

 

* * * * * * 
  

I, VENITA H. CHAUVIN, Clerk of the Terrebonne Parish Council, Houma, Louisiana, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the RESOLUTION adopted by 
the Terrebonne Parish Council on ____________________________, 2017, at which meeting a 
quorum was present. 
 
 GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS 
__________ DAY OF _______________, 2017. 
        
       ______________________________ 
        VENITA H. CHAUVIN, CLERK 
        TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 













Category Number: 
Item Number: 6.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
Hwy 57 Widening Project

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Providing for the acceptance of work performed by  Associated Diversified Services, Inc..
in accordance with the Certificate of Substantial Completion for Parish Project No. 15-UTL-20, Power Pole
Relocation, LA Hwy. 57 Widening, Industrial Boulevard to Thompson Road, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Hwy 57 Widening Project 8/3/2017 Executive Summary
Hwy 57 Widening Project 8/3/2017 Resolution
Hwy 57 Widening Project 8/3/2017 Backup Material





 

 

OFFERED BY:___________________________ 

SECONDED BY:__________________________ 

 

RESOLUTION NO. _______________ 

 

  A Resolution providing for the acceptance of work performed by  

Associated Diversified Services, Inc.. in accordance with the 

Certificate of Substantial Completion for Parish Project No. 15-

UTL-20, Power Pole Relocation, LA Hwy. 57 Widening, Industrial 

Boulevard to Thompson Road, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government entered into a contract 

dated January 20, 2017 with Associated Diversified Services, Inc. for Parish Project No. 15-

UTL-20, Power Pole Relocation, LA Hwy. 57 Widening, Industrial Boulevard to Thompson 

Road, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, as will be seen by reference to said contract which is 

recorded under Entry No. 1525877 of the Records of Terrebonne Parish, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the work performed under the contract has been inspected by authorized 

representatives of Owner, Engineer, and Contractor and found to be substantially complete, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Engineer for this project, Providence Engineering and Design, LLC 

recommends the acceptance of the substantial completion, and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Terrebonne Parish Council, on behalf 

of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, does hereby accept the work performed, 

effective as of the date of recording of this resolution, and does authorize and direct the Clerk of 

Court and Ex-Officio Recorder of Mortgages of Terrebonne Parish to note this acceptance 

thereof in the margin of the inscription of said contract under Entry No. 1525877 of the Records 

of Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 

Engineer, Providence Engineering and Design, LLC, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be recorded in the 

office of the Clerk of Court of Terrebonne Parish to commence a 45-day clear lien period, and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administration is authorized to make payment of 

retainage upon the presentation of a Clear Lien Certificate. 

 

 THERE WAS RECORDED: 

 

 YEAS: 

 NAYS: 

 ABSTAINING: 

 ABSENT: 

 

 The chairman declared the resolution adopted this ____ day of _______________, 2017. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

  I, VENITA H. CHAUVIN, Council Clerk of the Terrebonne Parish 

Council, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct 

copy of a resolution adopted by the Public Services Committee on 

____________, 2017 and subsequently ratified by the Assembled 

Council in Regular Session on the ___ day of _______________, 

2017, at which meeting a quorum was present. 

  

 GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS _____ 

DAY OF ________________, 2017. 

 

  ______________________________ 

  VENITA H. CHAUVIN  

  COUNCIL CLERK 

  TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 











Category Number: 
Item Number: 7.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
115KV Transmission Line Improvements

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Ratifying the appointment of the engineering firm of Providence Engineering and Design,
LLC to provide engineering services for 115KV Transmission Line Improvements, and also authorizing
execution of the appropriate engineering contract documents for this project.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
115KV Transmission Line Improvements 8/3/2017 Executive Summary
115KV Transmission Line Improvements 8/3/2017 Resolution
115KV Transmission Line Improvements 8/3/2017 Backup Material





 

 

 

 

OFFERED BY: 

SECONDED BY: 

 

 

RESOLUTION NO.   

 

A resolution ratifying the appointment of the engineering firm of Providence Engineering and 

Design, LLC to provide engineering services for Parish Project No. _______________, 115KV 

Transmission Line Improvements, and also authorizing execution of the appropriate 

engineering contract documents for this project. 

 

WHEREAS, Terrebonne Parish wishes to construct a 115KV transmission line on the west and 

east side of the Intracoastal Canal, and 

 

WHEREAS, Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government would like to proceed with the design 

of this project, and 

 

WHEREAS, Parish President Gordon E. Dove has recommended that the firm of Providence 

Engineering and Design, LLC, be retained to provide the necessary professional services for this 

project, and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Terrebonne Parish Council (Public Services 

Committee), on behalf of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, that the 

recommendation of Parish President Gordon E. Dove be ratified and that the engineering firm of 

Providence Engineering and Design, LLC be retained to provide the necessary professional 

services for Parish Project No. _______________, 115KV Transmission Line Improvements, 

and that Parish President Gordon E. Dove be authorized to execute any and all documents with 

said firm for this project. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of the resolution be forwarded to the 

Engineer, Providence Engineering and Design, LLC. 

 
THERE WAS RECORDED: 
YEAS:     
 

NAYS:  

 

ABSTAINING: 

 

ABSENT:  

 

The chairwoman declared the resolution adopted this _____ day of ________________, 2017. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

I, VENITA H. CHAUVIN, Council Clerk of the Terrebonne Parish Council, do hereby certify 

that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Public Services 

Committee on ______ day of __________________, 2017 and subsequently ratified by the 

Assembled Council in Regular Session on ______ day of __________________, 2017 at which 

meeting a quorum was present. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS ______ DAY 

OF _________________, 2017. 

 

 

  ______________________________ 

VENITA H. CHAUVIN 

COUNCIL CLERK 

TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 







Category Number: 
Item Number: 8.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
GDS Electric Utility Cost of Service Study

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Ratifying the Parish President’s appointment of GDS Associates, Inc. to provide consulting
services for an Electric Utility Cost of Service Study. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
GDS Electric Utility Cost of Service
Study 8/3/2017 Executive Summary

GDS Electric Utility Cost of Service
Study 8/3/2017 Resolution

GDS Electric Utility Cost of Service
Study 8/3/2017 Backup Material

GDS Electric Utility Cost of Service
Study 8/3/2017 Backup Material
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OFFERED BY: 

SECONDED BY: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

 

A resolution ratifying the Parish President’s appointment of GDS Associates, 

Inc. to provide consulting services for an Electric Utility Cost of Service 

Study. 

 

 WHEREAS, GDS Associates, Inc. has proposed to provide such services, and  

 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the proposal of GDS Associates, Inc. is suitable 

to fulfill the department’s need, and 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Terrebonne Parish Council, on behalf 

of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, that the Parish President’s appointment of 

GDS Associates, Inc. to provide professional services for an Electric Utility Cost of Service 

Study be, and is hereby, ratified, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Parish President and all other appropriate 

parties be, and they are hereby authorized to execute any and all contract documents associated 

therewith. 

 

THERE WAS RECORDED: 

 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

NOT VOTING: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

The Chairman declared this resolution adopted this _______ day of ___________ 20___. 

 * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I, VENITA CHAUVIN, Clerk of Terrebonne Parish Council, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted and ratified by the Assembled 

Council in Regular Session on _____________________, 20___ at which meeting a quorum was 

present. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS 

________ DAY OF _________________ 20___. 

 

_________________________________ 

VENITA CHAUVIN, COUNCIL CLERK 

TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 







 
 
 
 Ph: 770.425.8100 

Brent A. Saylor Fax: 770.426.0303 

Principal Brent.Saylor@gdsassociates.com 
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July 26, 2017 

 
Mr. Ernest Brown 
Utilities Director 
Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government 
Department of Utilities 
301 Plant Road 
Houma, LA 70363 
 
RE: 2017 Cost of Service and Retail Rate Study 
 
Dear Ernest: 
 
As we discussed during our telephone conversation yesterday, are providing you with 
information about the scope of services that can be provided during a Cost of Service and Retail 
Rate Study that would be conducted for Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government (“TPCG”).   
 
Brief Background 
As you may be aware, conducting cost of service and retail rate studies has been one of GDS’ 
core services since the firm’s inception in 1986. GDS has prepared countless numbers of cost of 
service and retail rate studies for cooperatives and municipal utilities in many states. Besides 
rate studies, our firm provides a wide variety of other financial services to its retail clients 
including power cost adjustment development and administration, special rates and service 
agreements for large C&I customers, net metering analysis, financial forecasts, pole attachment 
rates, line extension policy analysis, development of load forecasts, and others. GDS principals 
and staff have decades of experience in rate and cost of service work. 

 
Scope and Methodology of Services 
Attachment A to this letter contains a description of the scope of services that GDS can provide 
during the project as well as the methodology that we will use to conduct the project.  
 
Key Personnel 
I will serve as the project manager and primary contact for this study. I have worked as a 
consultant with GDS since 1998, becoming a Principal in the firm in 2005. I have significant 
experience in the areas of ratemaking and financial analysis with both electric distribution 
utilities and power supply cooperatives, including more than 35 years experience in the utility 
industry working both as a GDS consultant and for the management of Oglethorpe Power.  
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GDS will use highly experienced staff to conduct this project. Jacob Thomas, Senior Project 
Manager, will lead and coordinate much of the effort in the development of the cost analysis 
and revenue modeling.  Jacob has more than 20 years of experience in the areas of cost of 
service analyses, retail rate studies, load forecasting and DSM analysis consulting services for 
electric distribution utilities.  Julia Jennings, Engineer, will also provide significant support to the 
project consistent with our approach of using the most cost effective available resources to 
conduct the project work. 

 
Schedule 
It is my understanding that you are ready to commence the rate project at this time. After your 
review of the information provided herein and at your direction, we will provide you with a 
data request for the project. We have not yet discussed a desired completion date for the rate 
study or the desired implementation date of revised rates, but we should do so during the 
project kick-off call discussed in the attachment.  
 
Project Cost Estimate 
Depending on whether the project includes a longer term forecast of revenue requirements, a 
cost of service study (options further discussed in the Attachment), and other items, the project 
cost can be approximately $25,000 - $40,000. We can fine tune this estimate once the project 
scope is better defined. If during the course of the project, there are any changes to the project 
scope that would result in a revised project cost, we should discuss the change in scope before 
the work is conducted.  

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to conduct this project for TPCG. Please call us at your 
convenience and let us know your thoughts on the desired project scope. Once the scope is 
finalized, we will provide you with a data request. Please let me know if you have any questions 
regarding the study. 
 

Sincerely, 

Brent A. Saylor 
Principal 

cc: Chris Dawson 
 
Attachment 
BAS:sc 
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Attachment A 
Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government 

Retail Cost of Service and Rate Study 
Project Scope and Methodology 

 
 
The overall scope of services for a cost of service and retail rate study can be divided 

into three major phases, described below.  
 

Revenue Requirements 
 

The first phase is an overall financial review to determine TPCG’s total revenue 
requirements. The review will focus on the utility’s financial goals (e.g., debt service coverage, 
funding of transfers to the Parish, utility capital funds, etc.) likely using calendar year 2016 as 
the test year. Normalization adjustments to the test year revenues and expenses combined 
with pro forma adjustments will be made as necessary to properly reflect on-going conditions. 
The objective of this first phase is to determine the magnitude of overall revenue required to 
attain TPCG’s financial objectives and maintain a sound financial position. 

 
For some clients, the revenue requirements are developed not just for a single adjusted 

test year, but also for a three- or five-year forecasted period. This is done to better ensure that 
rates will provide sufficient revenue over this planning period. If a longer test period is desired, 
GDS can either develop a forecast of TPCG’s operating expenses and capital requirements or 
utilize any existing projections that may have been developed by TPCG. The development of the 
forecasted revenue requirement will require the use of a load forecast. GDS, in particular Jacob 
Thomas, has many years of experience in developing electric load forecasts for a wide variety of 
utility clients. As with the expenses, GDS can either utilize an existing load forecast or develop 
one for use in this project. Results of the multi-year revenue requirements would be reviewed 
with utility management to ensure that the forecast is consistent with TPCG’s views of future 
needs.  

 
Cost of Service 

 
The second phase consists of an allocated cost of service analysis. This analysis allocates 

TPCG’s utility plant investment (and other rate base items) and adjusted operating expenses to 
the retail rate classes, in order to determine the adequacy of the revenues provided by the 
rates applicable to those classes. The allocated cost of service analysis provides both 
component cost data for rate design and a means by which to gauge the equity of the various 
retail rates in terms of the relative revenue requirements. The cost of service produces a 
financial rate of return for each rate class, which is an indication of whether the class is paying 
its “fair share”.  

 
For utilities that conduct studies on a frequent basis to update their retail rates, a cost 

of service is not always a part of the project. Given that TPCG has not conducted a detailed cost 
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of service study for a number of years, understanding the resulting differences between 
allocated costs and revenues will be a critical result of the study process. Based on our initial 
conversation, we at GDS concluded that a cost of service analysis should be beneficial for TPCG. 

 
TPCG provides both electric and natural gas services, and may share common facilities 

and services such as employee benefits, accounting, billing, etc. The indirect costs for these 
common services must be recovered and allocated in a fair manner to each utility. As part of 
the cost of service, GDS will allocate TPCG’s direct common costs between the utilities. 

 
Our firm routinely assists clients with the review of rate class definitions as a part of a 

cost of service analysis.  GDS can examine the applicability provisions of the existing rate 
schedules and the service characteristics of customers served within each rate class. Generally, 
the goal is to offer rate classes that are comprised of customers with similar load, cost and 
service characteristics. If the review of rate classes is desired, GDS will provide 
recommendations to TPCG for any changes to the rate class definitions along with any 
projected revenue impacts caused by customers shifting between rates.  

 
The techniques and procedures used by GDS to perform the cost allocation studies 

follow the guidelines set forth in the Cost Allocation Manual prepared by the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (“NARUC”). The NARUC cost allocation 
principles are widely considered as an industry standard. The Manual provides a range of 
acceptable cost allocation methods, and GDS uses the methods that are most appropriate for 
the client. 

 

Rate Design 
 
The third phase consists of a detailed review of the existing retail rate charges, including 

the Energy Cost Charge, and provisions in TPCG’s current rate schedules. Recommendations for 
potential revisions to the present retail rate schedules, and any new rates, will be developed so 
that the total revenue requirements determined in the first phase of the project can be 
achieved based in part on the cost of service results contained in the second phase of the 
project. In addition to those two major rate design parameters, other factors such as 
competitiveness, simplicity, support of marketing objectives, ease of administration, and 
avoidance of adverse customer impact can be incorporated in the rate design process. All of 
these ratemaking parameters will be evaluated and thoroughly discussed with the utility’s staff 
to achieve an appropriate blending of those factors.  

 
The recommended rate levels will be developed so that the total revenue requirements 

determined in the first phase of the project are achieved. This demonstration of revenue 
adequacy will be prepared for either the single test year or the multi-year forecasted period, 
depending on the desired scope.  
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Other Project Matters 
 
The proposed scope of services includes the following assumptions. 
 

1. There will be two visits to TPCG during the course of the project. 
2. A written executive summary will be prepared to document the analyses and the 

findings upon which the revised rate schedules are based.  
3. An oral presentation will be made in person to the management, staff, and City Council  

 
GDS will work closely with TPCG’s staff in all phases of the project. A kick-off meeting, or 

conference call, with the utility staff will be conducted to discuss primary project issues. The 
utility will be requested to provide financial results and billing data for the test year. After 
receiving the data requested, GDS will develop an initial revenue requirement and cost of 
service. These results will be shared with TPCG. Following review with the utility, the revenue 
requirements and cost of service will be revised as appropriate and rate designs will be 
developed. Rate designs will also be presented and discussed with TPCG’s management.  
 

A final meeting will then be held during which a presentation of recommendations for 
the retail rates will be made to the City Council, or other governing body. This presentation will 
be in person and will be followed by a written executive summary project report. 
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Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
GDS Gas Utility Cost of Service Study

Item Summary:
RESOLUTION: Ratifying the Parish President’s appointment of GDS Associates, Inc. to provide consulting
services for a Gas Utility Cost of Service Study. 

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
GDS Gas Utility Cost of Service Study 8/3/2017 Executive Summary
GDS Gas Utility Cost of Service Study 8/3/2017 Resolution
GDS Gas Utility Cost of Service Study 8/3/2017 Backup Material
GDS Gas Utility Cost of Service Study 8/3/2017 Backup Material
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OFFERED BY: 

SECONDED BY: 

 

RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

 

A resolution ratifying the Parish President’s appointment of GDS Associates, 

Inc. to provide consulting services for a Gas Utility Cost of Service Study. 

 

 WHEREAS, GDS Associates, Inc. has proposed to provide such services, and  

 

 WHEREAS, it has been determined that the proposal of GDS Associates, Inc. is suitable 

to fulfill the department’s need, and 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Terrebonne Parish Council, on behalf 

of the Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government, that the Parish President’s appointment of 

GDS Associates, Inc. to provide professional services for a Gas Utility Cost of Service Study be, 

and is hereby, ratified, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Parish President and all other appropriate 

parties be, and they are hereby authorized to execute any and all contract documents associated 

therewith. 

 

THERE WAS RECORDED: 

 

YEAS: 

 

NAYS: 

 

NOT VOTING: 

 

ABSENT: 

 

The Chairman declared this resolution adopted this _______ day of ___________ 20___. 

 * * * * * * * * * * * *  

I, VENITA CHAUVIN, Clerk of Terrebonne Parish Council, do hereby certify that the 

foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted and ratified by the Assembled 

Council in Regular Session on _____________________, 20___ at which meeting a quorum was 

present. 

 

GIVEN UNDER MY OFFICIAL SIGNATURE AND SEAL OF OFFICE THIS 

________ DAY OF _________________ 20___. 

 

_________________________________ 

VENITA CHAUVIN, COUNCIL CLERK 

TERREBONNE PARISH COUNCIL 
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Brent A. Saylor Fax: 770.426.0303 

Principal Brent.Saylor@gdsassociates.com 
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July 26, 2017 

 
Mr. Ernest Brown 
Utilities Director 
Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government 
Department of Utilities 
301 Plant Road 
Houma, LA 70363 
 
RE: 2017 Cost of Service and Retail Rate Study 
 
Dear Ernest: 
 
As we discussed during our telephone conversation yesterday, are providing you with 
information about the scope of services that can be provided during a Cost of Service and Retail 
Rate Study that would be conducted for Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government (“TPCG”).   
 
Brief Background 
As you may be aware, conducting cost of service and retail rate studies has been one of GDS’ 
core services since the firm’s inception in 1986. GDS has prepared countless numbers of cost of 
service and retail rate studies for cooperatives and municipal utilities in many states. Besides 
rate studies, our firm provides a wide variety of other financial services to its retail clients 
including power cost adjustment development and administration, special rates and service 
agreements for large C&I customers, net metering analysis, financial forecasts, pole attachment 
rates, line extension policy analysis, development of load forecasts, and others. GDS principals 
and staff have decades of experience in rate and cost of service work. 

 
Scope and Methodology of Services 
Attachment A to this letter contains a description of the scope of services that GDS can provide 
during the project as well as the methodology that we will use to conduct the project.  
 
Key Personnel 
I will serve as the project manager and primary contact for this study. I have worked as a 
consultant with GDS since 1998, becoming a Principal in the firm in 2005. I have significant 
experience in the areas of ratemaking and financial analysis with both electric distribution 
utilities and power supply cooperatives, including more than 35 years experience in the utility 
industry working both as a GDS consultant and for the management of Oglethorpe Power.  
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GDS will use highly experienced staff to conduct this project. Jacob Thomas, Senior Project 
Manager, will lead and coordinate much of the effort in the development of the cost analysis 
and revenue modeling.  Jacob has more than 20 years of experience in the areas of cost of 
service analyses, retail rate studies, load forecasting and DSM analysis consulting services for 
electric distribution utilities.  Julia Jennings, Engineer, will also provide significant support to the 
project consistent with our approach of using the most cost effective available resources to 
conduct the project work. 

 
Schedule 
It is my understanding that you are ready to commence the rate project at this time. After your 
review of the information provided herein and at your direction, we will provide you with a 
data request for the project. We have not yet discussed a desired completion date for the rate 
study or the desired implementation date of revised rates, but we should do so during the 
project kick-off call discussed in the attachment.  
 
Project Cost Estimate 
Depending on whether the project includes a longer term forecast of revenue requirements, a 
cost of service study (options further discussed in the Attachment), and other items, the project 
cost can be approximately $25,000 - $40,000. We can fine tune this estimate once the project 
scope is better defined. If during the course of the project, there are any changes to the project 
scope that would result in a revised project cost, we should discuss the change in scope before 
the work is conducted.  

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to conduct this project for TPCG. Please call us at your 
convenience and let us know your thoughts on the desired project scope. Once the scope is 
finalized, we will provide you with a data request. Please let me know if you have any questions 
regarding the study. 
 

Sincerely, 

Brent A. Saylor 
Principal 

cc: Chris Dawson 
 
Attachment 
BAS:sc 
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Attachment A 
Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government 

Retail Cost of Service and Rate Study 
Project Scope and Methodology 

 
 
The overall scope of services for a cost of service and retail rate study can be divided 

into three major phases, described below.  
 

Revenue Requirements 
 

The first phase is an overall financial review to determine TPCG’s total revenue 
requirements. The review will focus on the utility’s financial goals (e.g., debt service coverage, 
funding of transfers to the Parish, utility capital funds, etc.) likely using calendar year 2016 as 
the test year. Normalization adjustments to the test year revenues and expenses combined 
with pro forma adjustments will be made as necessary to properly reflect on-going conditions. 
The objective of this first phase is to determine the magnitude of overall revenue required to 
attain TPCG’s financial objectives and maintain a sound financial position. 

 
For some clients, the revenue requirements are developed not just for a single adjusted 

test year, but also for a three- or five-year forecasted period. This is done to better ensure that 
rates will provide sufficient revenue over this planning period. If a longer test period is desired, 
GDS can either develop a forecast of TPCG’s operating expenses and capital requirements or 
utilize any existing projections that may have been developed by TPCG. The development of the 
forecasted revenue requirement will require the use of a load forecast. GDS, in particular Jacob 
Thomas, has many years of experience in developing electric load forecasts for a wide variety of 
utility clients. As with the expenses, GDS can either utilize an existing load forecast or develop 
one for use in this project. Results of the multi-year revenue requirements would be reviewed 
with utility management to ensure that the forecast is consistent with TPCG’s views of future 
needs.  

 
Cost of Service 

 
The second phase consists of an allocated cost of service analysis. This analysis allocates 

TPCG’s utility plant investment (and other rate base items) and adjusted operating expenses to 
the retail rate classes, in order to determine the adequacy of the revenues provided by the 
rates applicable to those classes. The allocated cost of service analysis provides both 
component cost data for rate design and a means by which to gauge the equity of the various 
retail rates in terms of the relative revenue requirements. The cost of service produces a 
financial rate of return for each rate class, which is an indication of whether the class is paying 
its “fair share”.  

 
For utilities that conduct studies on a frequent basis to update their retail rates, a cost 

of service is not always a part of the project. Given that TPCG has not conducted a detailed cost 
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of service study for a number of years, understanding the resulting differences between 
allocated costs and revenues will be a critical result of the study process. Based on our initial 
conversation, we at GDS concluded that a cost of service analysis should be beneficial for TPCG. 

 
TPCG provides both electric and natural gas services, and may share common facilities 

and services such as employee benefits, accounting, billing, etc. The indirect costs for these 
common services must be recovered and allocated in a fair manner to each utility. As part of 
the cost of service, GDS will allocate TPCG’s direct common costs between the utilities. 

 
Our firm routinely assists clients with the review of rate class definitions as a part of a 

cost of service analysis.  GDS can examine the applicability provisions of the existing rate 
schedules and the service characteristics of customers served within each rate class. Generally, 
the goal is to offer rate classes that are comprised of customers with similar load, cost and 
service characteristics. If the review of rate classes is desired, GDS will provide 
recommendations to TPCG for any changes to the rate class definitions along with any 
projected revenue impacts caused by customers shifting between rates.  

 
The techniques and procedures used by GDS to perform the cost allocation studies 

follow the guidelines set forth in the Cost Allocation Manual prepared by the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (“NARUC”). The NARUC cost allocation 
principles are widely considered as an industry standard. The Manual provides a range of 
acceptable cost allocation methods, and GDS uses the methods that are most appropriate for 
the client. 

 

Rate Design 
 
The third phase consists of a detailed review of the existing retail rate charges, including 

the Energy Cost Charge, and provisions in TPCG’s current rate schedules. Recommendations for 
potential revisions to the present retail rate schedules, and any new rates, will be developed so 
that the total revenue requirements determined in the first phase of the project can be 
achieved based in part on the cost of service results contained in the second phase of the 
project. In addition to those two major rate design parameters, other factors such as 
competitiveness, simplicity, support of marketing objectives, ease of administration, and 
avoidance of adverse customer impact can be incorporated in the rate design process. All of 
these ratemaking parameters will be evaluated and thoroughly discussed with the utility’s staff 
to achieve an appropriate blending of those factors.  

 
The recommended rate levels will be developed so that the total revenue requirements 

determined in the first phase of the project are achieved. This demonstration of revenue 
adequacy will be prepared for either the single test year or the multi-year forecasted period, 
depending on the desired scope.  
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Other Project Matters 
 
The proposed scope of services includes the following assumptions. 
 

1. There will be two visits to TPCG during the course of the project. 
2. A written executive summary will be prepared to document the analyses and the 

findings upon which the revised rate schedules are based.  
3. An oral presentation will be made in person to the management, staff, and City Council  

 
GDS will work closely with TPCG’s staff in all phases of the project. A kick-off meeting, or 

conference call, with the utility staff will be conducted to discuss primary project issues. The 
utility will be requested to provide financial results and billing data for the test year. After 
receiving the data requested, GDS will develop an initial revenue requirement and cost of 
service. These results will be shared with TPCG. Following review with the utility, the revenue 
requirements and cost of service will be revised as appropriate and rate designs will be 
developed. Rate designs will also be presented and discussed with TPCG’s management.  
 

A final meeting will then be held during which a presentation of recommendations for 
the retail rates will be made to the City Council, or other governing body. This presentation will 
be in person and will be followed by a written executive summary project report. 
 
 
 
 



Category Number: 
Item Number: 10.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
Cougar Drive No Parking Zone

Item Summary:
Consider the introduction of an ordinance to establish a "No Parking Zone" during school hours around
Mulberry School on Cougar Drive and call a public hearing on said matter on Wednesday, August 23, 2017 at
6:30 p. m.



Category Number: 
Item Number: 11.

Monday, August 7, 2017

Item Title:
3-Way Stop Eldred and Guidry Streets

Item Summary:
Consider the introduction of an ordinance to establish a 3-Way Stop at the intersection of Eldred Street and
Guidry Street, and call a public hearing on Wednesday, August 23, 2017 at 6:30 p. m.
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